[ TRUST MY GOD
[LOVE MY COUNTRY
AND WILL RESPECT IT'S LAWS
| WILLPLAY FAIR
AND STRIVETO WIN
BUT WIN OR LOSE
| WILL ALWAYS DO MY BEST

The Little League Pledge was written by
Peter J. McGovern, the late president of
Little League Baseball, in 1954. It made its
first appearance in the February 1955 “Little
Leaguer” magazine. Its text has remained
unchanged in the half-century since then.

The Little League Pledge was drafted after
Mr. McGovern became aware that local
Little League programs were reciting the
U.S. Pledge of Allegiance before games.

Mr. McGovern wanted to give all leagues
(not just those in the United States) a
pledge reflecting some of the sentiments
of the Pledge of Allegiance, minus the
references to the U.S., while adding the
elements of sportsmanship and the
desire to excel.

The text of the Little League
Pledge was sent to U.S.

President Dwight D.

Eisenhower on Feb. 22, 1955.
President Eisenhower (and every
president since then) was a strong
supporter of Little League.

In a response by letter to Mr. McGovern a few days later, President Eisenhower said:

“Thank you for...sending me the inspiring and fine pledge that, | understand, will now
be repeated at the start of the Little League Baseball games. | am always glad to hear
the plans and activities of Little League.”

A recitation of the Little League Pledge was led by President George W. Bush before
Tee Ball on the South Lawn games at the White House. President Bush first recited
the Little League Pledge in 1955 as a Little Leaguer in Midland, Texas.



